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the avowed enemy of England, was the head of " a lawless
and rebellious agitation aimed at the very heart of the Empire/'
" My charge/' he said, " is against the honourable member
for Cork* * * * It is not that he himself directly planned or
perpetrated outrages or murders, but that he either connived
at them or, when warned, did not use his influence to prevent
them/*
Enough is known now to compel the most bitter opponent
of Parnellism to acknowledge that this charge was unfounded,
that, in fact, Parnell had steadily opposed the commission of
crime and outrage to the extent even of endangering his
own movement; but at that time it was perfectly easy to
make out a case against him* Had he himself not authorised
a statement from Kilmainham that if he were speedily released
from jail he would consider that the Irish people had not
done their duty ? But a case can be made out against any
public man by an adroit and not too scrupulous choice of
passages from his speeches, and Mr* Forster, naturally
enough, made his case without much particularity of prin-
ciple* Parnell heard him without displaying a sign of feeling,
except once, when, as Mr* Forster reached the words ** or
when warned ** in the passage quoted above, he fiercely
interrupted him with, " It is a lie*'* When the ex-Chief
Secretary sat down, the House expected Parnell to reply, but
he did not do so* He remained in his seat, nor would he
stir, though the Commons rang with the cry, ** Parnell!
Parnell I** It was not until the next afternoon, in the presence
of the Prince of Wales and Cardinal Manning, that he replied
to his accuser, and then only at the urgent instance of his
party*
It was a singular reply, one which seemed at the moment
to be an appalling mistake* but proved later to be, from
ParnelTs point of view, a complete success* He did not
acknowledge the right of the English to interrogate him at all*
213